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INTRODUCTION

There is charm in the Tarkasarigraha of Annambhatta
(c. 1700 A.D.) which is being edited here with the new
commentary Saktisafijivini. None can deny it. The be-
ginners (bdlas) who are desirous of getting themselves acquainted
with the fundamentals of the Tarkasdstra (i.e.) the composite
school of Kianada and Nyaya, are very much attracted towards this
work by its simplicity, clarity and accuracy. They do get
benefited by its reading. Indeed it is this very result our author
Annambhatta has aimed at, as he himself states in the colophon.
However just like all the other charming things of the world, the
Tarkasatigraha too, besides its attractive side, has its own
hidden and obscure side. It is attractive because of its strik-
ing simplicity. At the same time it is obscure because of its
remarkable brevity. Moreover the author scrupulously refrains
from elucidating the much disputed and controversial points of
the Sastra. Naturally, therefore, the students feel it difficult to
understand him fully and consequently they think that Annam-
bhatta is at times inconsistent and goes against the established
conclusions of the Sdstra. However this obscure side of the
Tarkasanigraha is nothing when compared with its attractive
side, and it is why this work had been, and still continues to be,
very popular. One can easily comprehend the extent of its
popularity from the number of commentaries—about thirty

as far as I know—that had accumulated around it since the day
of its birth.

Annambhatta himself, having witnessed this popularity of
his Tarkasarigraha, wanted, as it were, to extricate the students
from their confusions and misconceptions. Therefore he wrote
a commentary on it. He named the commentary as Tarka-
sangraha-Dipika, *‘the torch or lamp that sheds light on (the
hidden points of) the Tarkasangraha’’. However, because of
the author’s love for brevity, this Dipikd, instead of being a com-
mentary, has attained a status of more or less a revised and en-
larged second edition of the original. Therefore scholars, not
being content with the explanations given in the Dipikd, have
written commentaries after commentaries on the Tarkasasigraha.
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Even those who commented upon the Dipikad try to explain the-
original also.! Of these commentaries many, like the one 'by
Pattabhirama Sastri are of a very high standard and can be studied
only by mature students, while some others do not help at all
the beginners in understanding the real import of the text,.
The traditional ¢@bdabodha method of teaching the work,
though very thorough, is a frightening one, and has now almost
gone out of use. Consequently the majority of the modern
students have developed a sort of fear and even a hatred towards
the Tarkagastra itself. And when they are taught this rich
Sastra they feel like the children (balas) affected by the liver
complaint do when they are given rich food.

What is the remedy for it ? The only possible remedy is to-
simplify the subject by way of easy explanations that may allay
the students’ fear, increase their capacity to digest the facts and:
stir up their love for the ¢dstra. This stupendous task has been
undertaken now by Vaidyavachaspati Dr. P. S. Ramasarma of
Karur (Tiruchirapalli District, Madras State), - Dr. Sarma is a
successful Ayurvedic doctor and has reached the peak of his
fame by inventing the popular and effective medicine known as.
Sakt safijivi to cure all varieties of the liver trouble of children..
It is quite becoming of him to try to cure the Tarkika-bdlas
also of their spleen-trouble in the form of fear, by writing the
present commentary on the Tarkasarigraha viz., Saktisasijivini
“‘an elixir to increase the power of digesting the facts and
principles of the {astra’’.

Dr. Ramasarma is a good student of the Krishpa Y ajurveda,
Ayurveda, Sahitya, Nyaya and Vedanta. Though the chief of
doctors of the Saktsvilasa Vaidyasala which he founded nearly
three decades ago, he is an dchara-Sila and is a constant meditator
on the lotus-feet of god Skanda-Karttikeya. In the whole of
Trichy and its adjacent districts he is known well as a generous
and kind-hearted doctor. He is the eldest of the sons of the late
Brahma$ér1 Subrahmanya Sastriar of Panamannpa village (Kerala

1. A parellel instance mav be found in the case of Bhattoji Dikshita’s.
Sihdantakaumudi which is also noted for its brevity. In this case also, in
spite of the auther’s own explanations in his commentary Praudhamano-
yamd, sholars, like Nigeda etc. have wr,tten their own commentaries.
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State) who was a {@strajia of the high order and who had contri-
buted books of very serious nature in fields of Acvaita-Vedinta,
Nydya, Sankhya,. Yogn, Vydkarana and Dharmadastra.’ Dr.
Sarma studied Nvdyasdstra at the feet of his father. He must have
realised that the famous grammarian Nare$a<bhatta, the author
of Sabdendusekhara, is not the only writer to view his works
as his sons and daughters,? and that Sastriar teo like almost all
other authors viewed and loved. To me Dr. Sarma, therefore,
seems to take his father’s works for his brothers. So the pitri-
bhakt; (i.e. devotion to one’s own father) and the bhratrivatsalya
(i.e. brotherly love) in the doctor must have induced him to
publish and popularise these brothers viz. the books of his father,
by starting the series called Navanitagrantharatnaméld. The
first book of this series is the Bhdmati-Vivarrpa, a commentary
written bv his father on the famous Bhimati of Vichaspati
mifra, The next book of him to be published in the series
is the Dipikd-Prakasa, an exhavstive commentarv on the Tarka-
sarigraha-Dipikd of Annambhatta. It is hoped that it will be
printed off before long. Now Dr. Sarma offers his own Sakri-
safijivini to the students of Nyaya with a hope that it will rouse
their interest for the subject and keep them prepared to
receive the above mentioned Dipikd- Prakd¢a. Tt is, in short,
the aim and purpose of Dr, Sarma’s Saktisanjivini.

Regarding “the Tippani and parisishta published alone
with the Saktisafijivini, 1 beg the indulcence of the scholars
to say a few words. . When Dr. Sarma prepared the first copy
of the manascript of his book and sent it to me for my study
and comments, I wrote a series of notes on different points dealt
with therein, and I sent the same to Dr. Sarma hoping that he
would incorporate them in his work itself. But he has proved to
be an altogether different type of man. He wanted me to edit
bis Saktisaitjivini along with my'notes in the form of a Tippani.

1. For s list of works wr'tten by this sholar see The Navanitagrae
sntharatnamdld, No. 1 ( Bhdmatl-Vivarana ® Introd. p. S.

2. Cf. Sa"dmdus'ek_harh putro Mofij dshd chaiva kanyaks |
sva matais samy1gu'pidya Sivayorarpitau mayd /. .
( Laghufabden .ufehhara, colophon, verse 1 ).
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I thank him for that. In this connection the following verse of
Bhagavin Vilmiki comes to my mind:—
) Dadydn = na pratigrihniydn =na
briiyat = ki fichid = apriyam/
aps jivita-hetor = vi
Réamak satyaparékramah|| (Valmiki’s Ramdyana V 33, 34)
**Rama, the true hero, would always bestow on others charities

and never receive anything from others, nor would he utter
a bitter word (both) even for the sake of his own life’’.

0

Now 1 request the readers to keep in mind the fact tFat the
Tippani is not a seriourly planned work and that wherever it
differs from the SaktisafijTvini, it tries only to show to the
students the other side of the medal, T will be amply rewarded
if it proves to be of some use to the reader.

Before concluding, T pay my humble respect, with a very
deep sense of gratitude to my esteemed teacher Sdstraratnikara
Brahmaérf K. A. Sivaramakrishna Sastriar (formerlv of the Anna-
malai University and, at present, of the Deccan College, Poona),
For, inspite of his over.crowded daily routine time-table he went
through the press copy of the MS., offered very valuable sugge.
stions, took upon himself the task of correcting the proof pages,
and spared no effort to arrange for getting the book printed off in
the press at Poona itself. And above all he has blessed the book
with his appreciation. Tam fully aware of the fact that but for his
help and effort it would bave been impossible to get tke book
published in its present form. Next my thanks are due to
Brahmasri T. S. Ramalinga Sastriar (Vyikarana-Vedanta Siromani)
who, inspite of his pre-occupation 2s the Sanskrit teacher of the
Municipal High School, Karur, has kindly rendered all rossible
help in preparing the press copy of the book.

I thank the V‘eda-—Vidya Mudranalaya Press, Poona, for
printing the book in 2 neat manner.

Mysore, .
22nd August, 1966, S. SAKKARANARARANAN.
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